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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2024 of Llanddona Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properly/fairly 
presents the Council’s receipts and payments/income and expenditure and financial 
position: 
• The Accounting Statement does not reconcile to the Council’s underlying 

cashbook. The cashbook data records line 3 Other receipts as £5,841, Line 4 
Staff costs as £3,152 and line 6 Other payments as £5,376 

• Based on the information provided for audit, I was unable to resolve salary 
payments to the Clerk. Actual payments made exceeded the net pay recorded 
on the payslips by £282. However, the gross pay recorded on the payslips was 
incorrectly calculated and understated by £239. No explanation was provided 
for the discrepancies. 

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s 
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:  
• Assertion 1: The Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 require the RFO 

to certify the accounts before they are approved by the Council. For 2023-24, 
the RFO certified the accounts after Council approval of the accounts. 
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Arrangements to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in use of 
resources 

In my opinion, the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 
economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources: 
• The Council did not follow the requirements of its Standing Orders and Financial 

Regulations when letting contracts for cemetery maintenance. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Precept 

The Local Government Finance Act 1992 requires the Council to determine its 
precept in accordance with the provisions of the Act. The precept must be calculated 
as the net budget requirement for the forthcoming year. Therefore the Council should 
when determining the precept, specify the amount of the precept rather than a 
percentage increase or decrease from the previous year or a Band D equivalent.  

Information required for audit 

Each year we send to the Council an audit notice that sets out the timetable for 
submission of accounts and specifies the information required for the audit.  

The Council ignored the fact that it was due a full audit for 2023-24 and initially 
provided only limited information for the audit. 

We recommend that the Council carefully examines the 2025 audit notice to ensure it 
provides all required information of a timely basis.  

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 05/06/2025 
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